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ATLANTA 2005 ANNUAL MEETING A SUCCESS!

Lo the eveming of May 24th
2005 at the Lmbassy Suites
Centennial Legoey Bollroaom
in Atlant, GAL members of
the  Philippine Psychintrise
it Amierica onee agam
gathered as an orgaunization
for our annoal meeting.
was o zreal pleasure seeing
evervone s enthusiasm and
CRpUricactny the
comaradernie we've conwe o
cxpect every year, Woe wore
particutarty  delighted with
the arvlval of sew moembers
whi are cithey early carcor
psychiarsts o in residency
vaining. Our elforis 1o reach
ol e felow  Filipine
pyyvehiatristy have paid off!
We hope othurs who were
unahle to come this veur will
make i the next annual
maeting.

The  cveming's  program
hegan with a review ol the

past  year by oulgoing
president [, Vruncis
Sanchez. The year's

highlizl wag the ereation of

the PPA websie. which ways
ziven 4 well-deseryved
applavse. The membershitp
directory has been updated
using  modern echaology.
We are o again opening
our milboxes 1o find latest
tssue of the PPA nowsiener,

Georgia World Congress Canter-APA 2005

We o oare
componen!  socicty of the
Asnerivan Psyehiairie
Association amd  an aciive

recognised  as oo

member of the Caucus of

Asian Amvrican Payvehiatry,
We are noetworking with the
Philipping Psychiatric
Association, whose
presilent, o Sonia Casiro-
Redrigues, ook tine w join
us that evening. Lastly. vur
advisers, D Albert Gow,
Norma Pansghon, apd Romu
Nora, wers given recogniiion
for devoling  their Lo,
eifort and resaurces 1o make
the  past year o success.
The keynote dectare by D
Albert Gaw followed.
Entided “The Role of GABA
in Schizophrenin™. it was
highly  informative and

cedevant o this ora of

Reyniote Speaker Dr, Albert Gaw

modern psyohiaTy.
Then came the all-imporiant
clection of officers. Thiy
vear s clection was ungsund

hocause the Coming
president wis clected

anoiher term, bence the sitle
“Presudent-clect-elect”™, Fhy
was decided  only afler a
hvely ek
discussion. which  al one
poine even called for
updating our hy-laws.

spirted

for. Castro-Rodrizucs,
president of “the other PPA™.
persanally  deliverad  her
message tooys, cailing for
“oexchanging ideas for the
advangement of  Philippine
muestal health.”  She  aiso
imvied oy to theic upeoming
annual convention o be held
in Palawan,  Philippises,

As in the past years. Drs.
Fack Muintyre. past president
ol ihe APA. and Jeifiey
Akzka.  APA  Asscmbly’s
depuly  representative of
Armcrican  Indian,  Alaska
Native,  and Native
Hawatian Psychiatrists.
eraead the oecasion with
{roniinned next page)



s I ook back at

our successiul
annuzl  mecting

fast May, twe things came
to my ateniion that set
goals for my lerm as
president. First, we must
bz more represented  in
discussions of issues in
psychiatry.  Second, we
need 1o wpdate  our
constitniion o adapt {0
changes in the way owr
organization  has  been
running in recent yzars.

As Pilipine psychiatrists,
we have our untque take
on issues  affecting  oor
profession. It is therafere
important that we actively

take part in discussion of

such  issues. Is  thers
legislation allowing

psychologists to prescribe
i the state where you
practice?  What can you
say about Tom Cruise’s
anti-psychiairy

comments?  Are those
running for office in the
APA supportive of our
mtercsts?  How do the
recent FDA  changes in
medication  labels  affect
your practice?  { would
like PPA members o have
an  opew  discussion  orn
these and other relavant
tssues in psychiatry, Fewl
free to send  yowr
comiments  throush  our
websile. Lapelully  at
some point we can create
onlir  discussions  or
email groups.

By being better organtzed
and  structured, we o can
cieaie and mainiain open

lines  of commumcation

among our mernbers. This
brings me f0 my #ext
topic.

in the past fow vears ['ve
been with the PPA, we
have not strictly [oliowed
the procedure in clecting
our officers (but we've
always ended up with very
capable officers),
Whether we should g0
back to iollowing the
constitution by the letter
(elcction by balloty o
corne  up  with  an
alternative may be up for
discussion.  During  our
last meeting, we had a
Hively exchange of ideas
regarding the tenure of the
prestdent and the nstes of
succession. As for other

“f would like PPA
members to have an
open discussion ...on

relevant issues in
psychiatry. Feel free

to send your
cormments througf our
website,”

(www. PPA-anfine.org
click on “Contact Us”)

canstitution  matters, did
you know thai in the
current wersion. there are
proposed mmendments that
have neither been
approved or disapprovid?
Did wou know that the
secrefary  shoold succeed
the President-Flect?  Did
vou koow that the tenure
of the Treasurer should be

2 years? I wouid
enCourage Teviewing
{click on  “Constitunion

and  By-Laws™ i owur
wehsited and  discussing
these matlets. so hopefully
as  our next  meeting
approaches, we will come
up with some resohafion.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Not t gel lost  every
single  detail of  our
constitution, my approach
s 0 move forwarnd with
the goals and objectives of
pur  organization  while
putting into effect gradeat
changes so that eventuatly
our constitation witl truly
reflect our activities.

To ensure continuity in
DUT Organizaiion, wo rmust
have a Board  of
Guvernors. This i
composed of current and
past  officers who  will
govern the affairs of the
organization  and  help
make the fransiton
smaoth during furnover of
officers evary year.

I alsn would iike 1o form
committess (0 give our
members  an  opportuIiny
to  cootribote o the
organization in  activities
that  best suit their
mterests. These would be
in the
membership.  publication,
website development,
political  action.  special
projects, etc.

There is obviously a lot of
work ahead, but 1 remain
very grateful ta  the
officers in the past few
vzars who already started
the work by reaching out
v our  members  and
increasing the interest and
support in our
organization. W

(Write vour gomments to, PPA,
2861 Campnon Pluce, Tracy, TA
25377}

Areasy of

ATLANTA 2005..,

continued

their presence.  They  both
pointed out that Filipisos are
underrepresenied in APA
affairs and challenged us to
play a more active role and
let cuer valces be heard as an
organization.

The progeam concluded with
rermarks hy lacoming
president  Dr. MNestor Riel,
who aims te continue the
oreat progress made in the
past year in re-cogrgizing the
arganization and  promoting
professionai ~ srowth  and
camaraderic  among  owr
members.  In his  words,
CLomy job s o listen o you,
sy fellow members. and to
act accordingly to see (o Ut
that  PPA beconmes the
organization we want it o
ba™

Thask you 1o those whe
attended  and  helped  make
this event 8 suevess. To
those who could not be with
us. we bope to hear from you
soon. Thank vou 1o those
who paid their annual dues
and couatributions,  Thank
you to our sponsors. To afl
current  aud  future  PPA
members, we hope to see you
in Toronto o 2006! A

L)

Induction of officers &

Former FPA prasident Dr,
Norma Panahon with Dirs,
Jack Mcintyre and Jeffrey
Akaka of the APA ¥
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Just in...

If you would like to offer assistance to victims of hurricana Katrina,
you may volunieer at www.jcnationwide. com and click on the
“Apply Here” button or caft (B00}272-2707.

- The Louisiana Office of Public Health has listed numbers that
physicians can call if they would like to ofler assistance:

Carl Maddox Field House (225)219-0821

Pete Maravich Assembly Center {225}578-0377

i . OLOL Medical Staff Office {225)765-8871 “

It’s time to renew your membership! if you do not get an answer fram any of these numbers, fax your

request to volunieer to {225)763-5730 and a representative will

H contact yau.

The following are lifetime members*:

i Adoms‘ ATP"“'Os MD V You may also contact the American Red Cross, www,redcross.org,

2. Leo deta Cruz. MD which is asking for volunteer mantal health protessianals. i
3. Joe C. Fermo, MD

4. Merli G. Fermo, MD Cash donations are urgently needed for the relief effort. For a list

5 Michael T Fermo. MD of arganizations accepting donations, please visit the FEMA

6. Oscar Lopez, MD website, www tema.qov.

7. Jo Anne Macasact-Kirm, MD The APA is providing resources in Disaster Psychiatry to members

8. Rena Nora, MDD in District Branches through the main Disaster Committee website

9. Norma Panahon. MD at www psych, org/disasiarpsych.

10. Manuei Pardo, MD
1}, Rogelio Rancal, MD
12, Letty Tan-Fermo, MD

Maost importantly, et us keep the disaster victims and their farmilies,
as well as those involved in the relief efforts, in our prayers...

*There may be some of you who are already hifetime members but are not listed here. Pleasc indicare in the
form helow if you are a lifetime member so we can update our records. Thank you.

S s e e o e PHCUSC FCRIES TOOWOE POTHOI WIHT YOUT PR TIOR8 22— i

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Nanmw Plione

Address ] Email 3

Check one: CAnnual $35.0000 0 Member-In-Training $25.00 . Lifetime $200.00
_lam a Lfetime Member. _ lpaid my dues during the May 240 meeting.,

Please make check payable to: Philippine Psychiatrists in America

2861 Compton Place
Tracy, CA 95377



